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obtain the transfer of power from Britain there must first be
agreement between Congress and the Moslem League. Having
tried in vain to convert Congress to his views, he resigned from
the party.

Meanwhile Mr Gandhi, again in undisputed leadership, de-
veloped, during the spring and summer of 1942, a new line of
policy in a series of articles in his journal Harijan, and in
interviews with American correspondents. This is known as the
'Quit India* policy. The policy of non-embarrassment of the war
effort was completely abandoned. Mr Gandhi decided to stake all
on what he called * the last struggle of my life*, and to demand * the
immediate withdrawal of British rule from India*, adding 'Let
them entrust India to God or in modern parlance to anarchy*.

The *Quit India' Resolution was carried by the Congress
Working Committee in July 1942 with the assent of pacifists and
non-pacifists alike. Outside Congress the Resolution roused
general dissent and dismay, for the proposal was for the
withdrawal of Government without any arrangement for its
replacement, and the alternative to the immediate withdrawal of
British rule was to be mass civil disobedience. * There is no room
left for negotiation*, said Mr Gandhi, * Either they recognise
India's independence or they don't.... There is no question of
"one more chance*"....This is open rebellion....! conceive of
a mass movement on the widest possible scale/ Though in
Mr Gandhi's plans it was to be a rebellion of a purely non-violent
character, it was clearly his design to paralyse the administration,
regardless of the effect on the conduct of the war or of tie
security of India.

On 9 August 1942, immediately after the decision to embark
on this polky was endorsed by the All-India Congress Committee,
Mr Gandhi and die entire Working Committee were arrested by
the unanimous decision of the Viceroy and Ms Council. The
arrest of the leaders was followed by outbreaks of sabotage and
serious disorder ore* a wide asea. Tfaore were attacks on com-
munications and damage to police stations, post-offices, and